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FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
HONORARY CONSULTANTS 


The Association of the Honorary Consultants to the Army 
Medical Library held its Fourth Annual Meeting in Washington, 
D. C., on Friday and Saturday, October 10 and 11, 1947. In his 
opening address at the Army Medical Library on Friday morning, 
the President, Dr. John F. Fulton, welcomed into the Association 
the new members appointed by the Surgeon General during the past 
year: Dr. Michael E. DeBakey, Lieutenant Colonel Leon L. Gardner, 
Medical Corps, Major General Paul R. Hawley, Retired, Colonel 
Albert G. Love, Retired, Dr. William §. Middleton, Dr. Benjamin 
Spector, and Mr. Wyllis E. Wright. The President then outlined 
the purposes of the meeting and expressed the hope that its discus- 
sions would produce a plan for securing predictable appropriations 
for the Library making it independent of fluctuations in annual 
Congressional appropriations, would set in motion the recommenda- 
tion that the tenure of office of the Director of the Library be made 
at least ten years, and would promote the plan for the new building 
though it appears unlikely that an appropriation for this purpose 
may be expected during the next session of Congress. 


Brigadier General George E. Armstrong, Acting Surgeon Gen- 
eral, extended greetings on behalf of Surgeon General Bliss. He 
stated that the Surgeon General’s Office is keenly aware of the service 
rendered to medicine by the Army Medical Library and of its prob- 
lems regarding appropriations for construction of suitable quarters, 
for printing and binding, and for properly qualified personnel. He 
expressed the belief that the matter of a career Director, now under 
consideration, would be approved. In conclusion, he assured the 
members of the Surgeon General’s appreciation of their support of 
the Army Medical Library. 

The President announced the meetings of the standing com- 
mittees [ Acquisitions, Building, Endowment, and Historical Medi- 
cine] and the session was adjourned. The committee members re- 
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assembled for their meetings while other members were conducted 
on a tour of the Library. 


The afternoon business meeting began with luncheon at the 
Hotel Statler. Colonel McNinch read his Report to the Consultants 
in which he pointed out where the administration has succeeded, 
where it has failed, and what is proposed for the future. He then 
spoke of the possibility of operating the Army Medical Library as a 
“civil function” of the Department of the Army, explained some 
of the advantages and disadvantages, and asked the Association to 
refrain from any activity with respect to such a change in the opera- 
tion of the Library pending further study of the matter by the 
Director and the staff of the Surgeon General. 


The meeting proceeded with the reports of the committee 
chairmen, the report of the Secretary-Treasurer, the adoption of 
resolutions on two recently deceased members [Dr. Elliott Carr 
Cutler and Dr. John Herr Musser], and the election of officers. The 
following were elected: Dr. Chauncey D. Leake, President; Dr. 
Wilburt C. Davison, Vice President; Colonel Harold W. Jones, Sec- 
retary-Treasurer. Dr. Reginald H. Fitz was elected to fill a vacancy 
on the Executive Committee. 


At the dinner at the Hotel Statler, Friday evening, addresses 
were made by Brigadier General George E. Armstrong, Acting Sur- 
geon General; Major General Paul R. Hawley, Chief Medical Direc- 
tor of the Veterans Administration; Dr. Walton B. McDaniel; and 
the newly elected President, Dr. Chauncey D. Leake. 


At the professional meeting on Saturday morning, October 11, 
a paper by Miss M. Ruth MacDonald entitled Government Research 
Reports was substituted for the historical sketch. 


The minutes of the meeting will be available to the Consultants 
and it is planned to publish several of the papers given at the profes- 
sional meeting in an appropriate journal. 


DR. SEIDELL RETURNS 


Dr. Atherton Seidell has recently returned from Paris where 
he has been organizing the microfilm services in the Libraries of the 
Faculties of Medicine and Pharmacy, University of Paris, and of the 
Pasteur Institute. Information concerning this service has been 
broadcast throughout Europe in the UNESCO Library Bulletin. 
Dr. Seidell predicts that the use of microfilm as an extension of the 
lending services of medical libraries will develop rapidly in France. 
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SURGEON GENERAL APPOINTS 
ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY CONSULTANTS 


The following were recently appointed Honorary Consultants 

to the Army Medical Library by Surgeon General Raymond W. 
Bliss: 

Dr. John E. Gordon 

Professor of Epidemiology 

Harvard School of Public Health 

Major General Norman T. Kirk, Retired 

Former Surgeon General, U. S. Army 


Tracy S. Voorhees, LL.D. 
Special Assistant to the Secretary of the Army. 


VISIT OF DR. KEYNES 


Dr. and Mrs. Geoffrey Landon Keynes and their son, Mr. Quen- 
tin Keynes, paid a brief visit to the Library on October 14. Dr. 
Keynes, who is an Honorary Consultant, has been in this country 
doing work on myasthenia gravis. 


RESIGNATION OF MR. McGUIRE 


Terminating more than ten years of successful service in the 
Army Medical Library, Mr. Ignatius McGuire resigned on October 
31. Since September 1, 1945, when publication of the Current List 
of Medical Literature was assumed by the Army Medical Library, 
Mr. McGuire has acted as its Editor. During this time its circulation 
has increased from 1,500 to approximately 5,000. His abilities will 
be greatly missed by the Library. 


ESCHMANN’S BINDINGS EXHIBITED 


Bookbindings by Jean Eschmann, head of the Library’s Book- 
binding Studio, History of Medicine Division, were selected for an 
exhibit of American hand binding at the Grolier Club, New York 
City, which opened October 17. 


ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY CLASSIFICATION 


__ The Library now plans to publish the Classification in a pre- 
liminary edition about the first of the year. The Catalog Division 
is actively engaged in the preparation of the manuscript. 
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NICOLAUS POL DOCTOR 1494 BY MAX H. FISCH 


Dr. Max H. Fisch, formerly Chief of the History of Medicine 
Division and an Honorary Consultant to the Army Medical Library, 
has just had published NICOLAUS POL DOCTOR 1494 (New 
York, Herbert Reichner, 1947). Dr. Fisch’s book is concerned with 
the man, his writings, and his library and includes a critical text of 
his Guaiac Tract, edited with a translation by Dorothy M. Schullian, 
Curator of Rare Books, History of Medicine Division, who based her 
work upon the manuscript in the Library’s possession. Of particular 
interest is the tracing of 467 books and manuscripts of Pol’s library. 
Two were located in the Library’s collections. 


UNION CATALOG OF PORTRAITS 


The Library of Northwestern University Medical School, Chi- 
cago, Illinois, has forwarded to the Army Medical Library 3,000 
typewritten cards representing 5,000 medical portraits in that 
library’s collection. These cards have come in response to the invi- 
tation [April 1947 NEWS] to medical libraries and associations 


which have portrait collections to send information regarding them. 


VISITORS 


The following were recent visitors from afar: 

Dr. Virginie Buff D’Apice, Fac. Med. Veterinaria, 
Univ. S. Paulo, Brasil. 

Dr. Petihan Cambel, General Secretary of the Turkish Associa- 
tion for Cancer Research and Control, Ankara. 

Dr. A. Hochmann, Hadassah University Hospital, 
Jerusalem, Palestine. 

Dr. Robert F. Legge, University of California. 

Dr. Knud Lundback, University of Copenhagen, Denmark. 

Dr. Allan S. Walker, Sydney, Australia. 


Recent visitors to the History of Medicine Division in Cleve- 
land include: 

Dr. Leo Savnik, of Ljubljana, Yugoslavia. 

Dr. Harvey Zee, of Shanghai, China. 

Dr. Yung-En Kao, of the Department of Pediatrics, 
Central Hospital, Nanking, China 

Dr. Bronson Price, of the U. S. Public Health Service, 
Washington, D. C. 











